
Company Contact

EmailPhone

You are receiving this survey because your business plays an important part in the global 
seafood supply chain. Right now, around the world, companies that purchase, process, 
distribute, and sell seafood products are working to implement a new set of industry 
standards for improving seafood traceability. Good traceability is vital to the future of all 
companies that want to remain competitive in the seafood industry. The Global Dialogue on 
Seafood Traceability (GDST) standards are designed to help companies maximize the 
benefits they receive from their traceability systems, and to improve traceability across the 
entire sector.

The standards are based on two simple ideas to make traceability more effective:
Companies across the seafood sector collect the same kinds of information (or
“Key Data Elements”) to include in their traceability systems;

1.

2. Companies use consistent formats for digital sharing of traceability information. 

This survey will help you better understand your current systems and what implementation of
the GDST standards would mean for your business and require for you. It is just a first step, to 
help you and your customers (and/or suppliers) understand the kinds of information you are 
currently capturing, and the traceability tools (whether paper-based or digital) you are using. 
Your answers on this survey will be provided to the company or organization that has asked
you to complete the survey. It will be used for an analysis that compares your current 
practices to the GDST standards. In some cases (and only with your permission), the 
Secretariat to the GDST (including representatives from World Wildlife Fund and the Institute 
of Food Technologists), may be given access to your answers to assist in the analysis. 
None of your answers will be made public or shared with anyone else. If you have questions 
about the control of access to the information you provide, please contact the person from 
whom you received this survey and/or the GDST Secretariat. You can reach the GDST Secre-
tariat by contacting the GDST Secretariat at info@traceability-dialogue.org.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey!

GDST Supplier Assessment Survey

“GDST” stands for the Global Dialogue on Seafood Traceability, an international, business-
to-business forum that has spent three years designing the GDST standards.
You can learn about the new standards and the Dialogue process on the GDST website at 
www.traceability-dialogue.org.

Please open and save this file using Adobe Acrobat Reader. This program is preloaded on many computers. 
It can also be downloaded for free via the following link: https://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/. 
Additionally, please ensure that you are able to save your responses before you complete the entire survey.

mailto:info@traceability-dialogue.org


SUPPLIER ASSESSMENT SURVEY (FARM)

Farm Name: Farm Location:

Global Location Number (GLN):        Yes No     If yes, please include:

System Types
Please indicate which are applicable.

Organisms Farmed
Select all that apply.

Farm Operations
Please complete the sections below about your production processes.

Species Scientific Names
Please specify.

Lorem ipsum
Fish 
Gastropods 
Crustaceans 
Amphibians 
Bivalves 

Semi-Closed Systems 
Ponds 
Canals/Raceways 
Tanks/Flow Through 
Other   –

Closed Systems 
Indoor Recirculation 
Outdoor Recirculation 
Pond Based Recirculation 
Other  – 

Water Type
Please indicate which is applicable.

Freshwater

Brackish Water

Saltwater

Broodstock and Seedling Source
Please indicate which are applicable.

Active Collection of Wild Seed 
External Hatchery 
Passive Influx of Wild Seed 
Own Hatchery 
Capture of Wild Broodstock 

Aquaculture Certifications
Please indicate any that are applicable.

GLOBALG.A.P. 
BAP 
ASC 
FOS (Friends of the Sea) 
OC (Organic Certification) 

( )

Open Systems 
Ocean Pens/Cages 
Net Pens 
Seafloor Culture 
Rope Culture 
 Other  –



Traceability Data
Please complete the sections below regarding data capture and management.

Physical Identifier Methods
Select all that apply.

Digital Identifier Methods
Select all that apply.

Source of Feed Used:

Does production rely on an external
source of feed?          Yes           No

Please indicate all feeds that are used.

Select all feed protein types that are
involved in the life cycle of the product(s).

Please indicate any feed additives used.

Manufactured Feed 
Farm Made Feed 
Fresh/Frozen Fish Feed 

Colorings 
Immune Stimulants 
Appetite Stimulants 
Probiotics 
Antioxidants 
Hormones 

Bar Codes 
QR Codes 
RFIDs 
Human Readable Text 
Other  – 

GS1 (e.g. GTIN, SSCC) 

Non-GS1 Globally Unique 
(e.g. UUID, URL) 

Internal Identifier 
(e.g. Item Code, SKU, Production Code) 

Other  – 

When is traceability data collected? Select all that apply.

Do you associate data with a specific tank/pen/pond?              Yes              No

In what form is traceability data stored?

Paper                         Digital

In what form is traceability data transferred?

Paper                         Digital

If data is digitized, indicate its format.
Select all that apply.

XML/EPCIS 
CSV 
JSON 
Other XML 
EDI 
PDF 
Other    – 

Feed Information

Soy 
Rapeseed 
Palm Oil 
Corn 
Rice 
Fishmeal 
Fish Oil 

         Throughout growing process At time of harvest At time of sale



 
Aquaculture KDE List

Format

Paper Digital

Key Data Elements (KDEs)
The GDST worked to develop a comprehensive and standardized set of KDEs,
basic information related to seafood production, that companies can incorporate
into their traceability systems. Please indicate which data elements you currently 
capture in either paper-based or digital formats.

Location Name

Location ID

Location Country

Location Geo-Coordinates

Harvest Date per Tank

Source of Broodstock

Certification

Certification Chain of Custody

Source of Protein

Farm Site Name

Date of Harvest

Farming Method

Product Form

Production Date

Product Origin

Aggregator Name

Aggregator ID/License

Existence of Human Welfare Policy

Human Welfare Policy Standards

Paper-Based Systems
If process information is only captured in paper format, please answer the following.

Yes No
Is a standardized form used at time of harvest?
Do you keep historical records for traceability purposes?
Is digital monitoring of any type used on the farm for any purpose? 
Is there cellular or internet service available at farm location?
Would you like to have digital recording made available to you?
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